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Introduction

I was the primary researcher for the Ontario
Coalition Against Poverty’s perpetual
calendar History Is What We Make It. And in
doing that research, I learned a tremendous
amount about the radical history of this
province. I wanted to compile some of the
more significant moments of resistance
because these histories are both fascinating
and useful.
This zine is intended to be an introduction,
not a comprehensive history. It is meant to
show that people within the outline of this
province are part of a long line of resistance,
resistance that is oftentimes forgotten or
misrepresented.
I wanted this to be something more than
“riot porn.” I am afraid that I may have failed
in this attempt. However, I hope that people
glean more out of this text than “rioting is
awesome” and recognize, at least, the
tremendous organizing that goes into these
often seemingly spontaneous acts.

With a few important exceptions (Moseby’s
escape, the removal of a judge in the Kenora
region) most of these riots, rebellions and
resistances did not have their demands met,
at least not in the immediate. However, I
would argue that governments did not
want to be perceived as buckling under
the pressure or threat of violence but that
the years following there were important
political and cultural shifts and demands
were often, at least somewhat met (the
adoption of ‘responsible government,’ the
implementation of a ‘social safety net,’
prison reforms, the resignation of Mike
Harris, etc.).
Of course, there has been a great deal more
resistance within the outline of Ontario than
is in these pages. Much of it may not seem
as ‘exciting’ on the surface but it is no less
important.

Riots, Rebellions and Resistances: I use
all of these terms because they all mean
different things. The definition of a riot
varies, an explanation of the legal definition
is on the next page. However, typically
riots are perceived as occurring in an urban
context; but, this is not always the case. A
rebellion is typically defined as an armed
resistance against one’s government. For
this reason, First Nations cannot rebel
because they are sovereigned nations and
do not fall under the Canadian government.
An armed conflict between the government
of Canada and a First Nation can be a war
or an act of resistance. It is for this reason
that some First Nations people would like to
see the Red River Rebellion name changed
to the more correct Red River Resistance.
References: I did not record citations when
I did the original research and I chose not to
go back to find my sources. In all instances
after 1900, I used the Toronto Star, Globe and
Mail and/or CBC Radio as well as whatever
interviews, web resources and books that I
found. I recognize that relying primarily on
mainstream media sources is problematic
as the mainstream media is controlled by
those with and with the interest of maintaining
power; however, those were the most readily
available sources. I also benefited from some
of the comprehensive and important research
that Gaetan Heroux has done about the
history of the downtown east end of Toronto.
At times, there were contradictions in how
events were recounted. History is always
recalled differently and the accounts that last
are not always the best or correct ones. I tell
these stories to the best of my ability. They
remain like all history, stories nonetheless.
June 15th was the only event in this zine that
I was present at and a participant in. This
is why June 15th is written and illustrated

What is a Riot?

There are a number of different definitions of
riots. Legally, a riot is an unlawful assembly
that has begun to disturb the peace
tumultuously.

peaceably to depart to their habitations or
to their lawful business on the pain of being
guilty of an offence for which, on conviction,
they may be sentenced to imprisonment for
life. GOD SAVE THE QUEEN.”

Tumultuous means: “raising a great clatter
and commotion; disorderly or noisy”.

Participating in a riot can get you 2 years but
interfering with the reading of the Riot Act is
punishable with life, so is not leaving within
30 minutes if it is read or would

An unlawful assembly is “an assembly of

RIOT?

RIOT?

three or more persons who,
with intent to carry out any
common purpose, assemble
in such a manner or so conduct
themselves when they are
assembled as to cause
persons in the neighbourhood
of the assembly to fear, on
reasonable grounds, that
they (a) will disturb the peace
tumultuously; or (b) will by
that assembly needlessly and
without reasonable cause
provoke other persons to
disturb the peace tumultuously.
And, yes, there is such a thing as reading
the Riot Act. It is “Her Majesty the Queen
charges and commands all persons being
assembled immediately to disperse and

RIOT?

have been read but the person who would
have read it was stopped from doing so (by
being assaulted or whatever).
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The St. Lawrence River flows from Lake Ontario to the Atlantic Ocean. Upper Canada
and Lower Canada got their names from the Upper and Lower parts of the river.
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Canada’s First Race Riot: The Moesby Affair
Background:
Legal slavery in Canada dates back to 1628
in New France. Many people were brought
over as slaves from Africa but there was also
a large number of First Nations people who
were forced into slavery. In 1793 the AntiSlavery Act was passed in Upper Canada.
This Act was not an abolitionist act. It did
not free a single slave and slaves before the
Act was passed remained slaves for the rest
of their lives and they could be bought and
sold, captured if they escaped. Children of

Likely the most significant aspect of the
Anti-Slavery Act was the freeing of any
slave who entered Upper Canada. Slaves
within the province remained slaves but
those entering it were freed.
The Emancipation Act was passed in 1833
and applied to the entire British Empire.
This Act compensated slave owners for the
loss of their slaves. Slaves who were over
the age of 6 were freed in 6 years and all
children under 6 were freed on their 21st

Niagara Courthouse
slaves remained slaves until they were 25
years old if they were born before the Act
was enacted.

birthday. By this time, however, slavery
was virtually, if not entirely, phased out in
Canada.

People could be released from slavery
or “manumitted” but there was a strong
disincentive to prevent people from liberating
their slaves. The law required any slave
owner to pay the church or town warden to
ensure that the freed slave would not ask
the church or town for assistance.

The Underground Railroad mostly settled
people in Nova Scotia; however, thousands
of people also came to southern Ontario.
There were a number of Black settlements
in Southern Ontario and several towns had
Black communities. Like Halifax’s Africville,
these communities acted as sites of mutual
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aid as well as islands support and defence
within a sea of racism.
While escaping slavery was not a crime
in Canada, it was a crime in the American
South. Upper Canada wouldn’t extradite for
escaping but would extradite someone back
to the South for committing another crime in
the process (horse theft and assault were
virtually impossible to avoid while escaping
which opened the door to bring many
escapees back to slavery. And, it left a lot of
room for people to invent offences in order
to get their slaves back).
What happened:
Solomon Moseby had escaped slavery in
Kentucky on an alledgedly stolen horse
and made it safely to Niagara. His “master”
sought extradition for horse theft, not
escaping slavery because Canada would
not send back escaped slaves. Moseby
had been convicted in abstentia in Kentucky
for the horse theft and his life was in danger
if he was to be returned.

was one of the protest leaders, was shot
and killed. Jacob Green, another protestor,
was stabbed.
In the commotion, Moseby escaped and
was never seen again.
Aftermath:
A coroner’s inquest was held and found
that the murder of Holmes was justifiable
homicide but the jury was hung in regards
to the murder of Green.
The next time the Governor was asked to
extradite an escaped slave for horse theft,
he refused – knowing that there would
be riots if he did anything else. Later, the
legislation was passed barring any further
extractions from taking place.
Many of the people who came to defend
Moseby were arrested and jailed. They were
offered freedom in exchange for enlisting in
the “coloured company” of the militia that
was formed to put down the 1837 rebellion.

Upper Canada’s Lieutenant-Govenor
ordered the extradition saying: “this land of
liberty cannot be made an asylum for the
guilty of any colour.”
When he was to be sent back, a crowd
of Black people, almost all freed slaves,
gathered to stop the extradition. 200-400
people (accounts vary) set up a tent city
near the courthouse and stayed there for
3 weeks waiting for when the state tried to
move him.
When the extradition was to take place,
people surrounded the carriage. One of
the organizers stood in front of the covered
carriage he was in and another man slid
a stick into the wheel, preventing it from
moving.
Harriet Tubman, one of the leaders of the
Police read the riot act and opened fire.
underground railroad
Reverend Herbert Holmes, a white man who-7-

The 1837 Rebellion
Background:
Upper Canada was a pretty rough and tumble
place, controlled by a group of rich people
called the Family Compact. They ignored
the government, were the real power in the
province and strived to be the aristocracy
in the country. They controlled the Bank of
Canada for their own economic and political
gain. The Family Compact also worked to
stifle calls for reform by criminally charging

While in England, trying to lobby for reforms
for Upper Canada, Mackenzie wrote:
“The longer I remain here the more clearly
I see that Whigs and Tories are neither
more nor less than two factions of wealthy
and influential men who have conspired to
plunder the great body of the people time
about – the Whigs taking the helm when
the Tories become too detestable to be
endured, and going below whenever
Toryism had got a refreshed character
by a few years’ pretended opposition
to misrule.”
Over years of failed attempts at reform,
Mackenzie became increasingly
disillusioned. The Family Compact
didn’t like Mackenzie’s criticisms of
them and calls for reforms. At one point
they destroyed his printing press and
tried to kill him.
He eventually realized that lobbying
would change nothing and they needed
a revolution. He and a number of
other men who had come to the same
conclusion began building and army.

Papineau was leading a revolutionary
struggle in Lower Canada and the
William Lyon Mackenzie Governor had emptied the York
(Toronto) and Kingston forts in Upper
agitators, activists and writers. (All of this has Canada in order to bolster forces against
Papineau. All of York’s arms were moved into
happened before and will happen again).
City Hall and locked away with two guards.
There was large crop failure in 1835 and a
resulting recession that made people angry What Happened:
A revolutionary force was being built in
and desperate.
Upper Canada, drawing largely on the anger
The Family Compact targeted William Lyon towards the Family Compact. This anger
Mackenzie who had a newspaper and was was exacerbated by the crop failure in 1835.
an ardent reformer. Mackenzie had a seat in The Family Compact’s immense wealth was
the Legislature twice; the first time he was particularly jarring at this time.
kicked out and was elected again.
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When Mackenzie learned that the city was
defenceless, he gathered the rebellion
organizers and called for a revolution
immediately. It took two months to convince
people to move ahead early, in part because
the forces, who were mostly farmers, were
relatively untrained. His supporters were
too timid and wanted to gather more troops
and study the situation further before taking
action.
In the elapsed time, rumors spread that
forces were gathering and some loyalists
wanted to arm themselves and others to
protect the city. The arming of those loyal
to the government was delayed by the
Governor who refused to believe and/or
admit that people would be unhappy with
his leadership. Three hundred men did form
an armed force to defend Toronto against
Mackenzie’s forces, including the Family
Compact families. The Chief Justice was
one of those at the ready with a gun.
On December 7th, 1837, 5,000 men gathered
in North York at Montgomery’s Tavern. They
marched south towards the City. At one
point the Governor sent a truce proposal,
amnesty to anyone who withdrew at that
point. Mackenzie and another leader Lount
asked for the proposal in writing and agreed
not to march south of Bloor Street while they
waited.
The Governor’s messenger returned and
told them that the offer had been withdrawn.
Dr. John Rolf, who was sent to relay the
message also told Mackenzie that they
should move quickly as Toronto was still
relatively defenceless.

acted on his own to gather these 27 men and
neither the Governor nor Mackenzie’s spy,
John Rolf, were aware of them.
When the rebels got close enough, they
were fired upon. The first row of rebels fired
back and dropped to the ground, as was
common place in battle scenes at the time.
Guns had to be reloaded so people would
fire and drop to reload and let the people
behind them shoot. Because the rebels were
largely untrained, they were unaware of this
maneuver; they believed the men had all
been shot and they ran away.
Only one person was killed at the gun fight
but two rebels, and possibly some of the
Sheriff’s men died from their wounds later
on. However, the rebel army had fled and
the damage was done.
The leadership of the rebellion fled Toronto
to evade capture.
A militia was formed to put the rebellion down.
It included a “colored company” which was
composed of about 1,000 Black people.
December 13th, Mackenzie founded the
Republic of Canada on an Island in the
Niagara River.
He was adamant that neither the Republic
of Canada nor the nation of Canada join the
United States because there were several
liberties in Canada that weren’t present in the
United States; notably, the right for women
to vote (as freeholders) and the absence of
slavery.

Men volunteered to live and work there and
The rebels marched south and approached supplies were transported there by the US
what is now Maple Leaf Gardens but at the ship the Caroline.
time was an actual garden. Sheriff Jarvis,
whose cousin was one of the people who On December 29th, Loyalists sank the
destroyed Mackenzie’s printing press over Caroline, killing one American.
a decade prior, was waiting there with a
number of men, hidden from view. Jarvis had-9-The sinking of the Caroline almost led to

another war between Canada and the United
States. Without a supply ship, however, the
Republic of Canada was abandoned.
The Rebellion continued into 1838. On
March 3, the British army and Canadian
militia defeated rebels at Pelee Island.
The Battle of the Windmill occurred outside
Kingston on November 11th. Rebels attacked
and held the windmill for 5 days before they
surrendered. 159 prisoners were taken 48
people were killed.
Rebels attacked and lost in Windsor on
December 5, 1838. 25 people were killed.
Aftermath:
Cognel Von Egmond, who had been a leader
in the Napoleonic Wars and commanded the

words were “Be of good courage boys, I am
not ashamed of anything I’ve done, I trust in
God, and I’m going to die like a man.” People
came from all over to beg for clemency or a
sentence conversion.
12 of the Windmill martyrs were hanged from
December 8th to February 12th. A number
of the Windmill martyrs were defended by a
young John A. Macdonald, who would later
become Prime Minister.
Pardons were granted to all surviving
rebels and they were permitted to return to
Canada.
Mackenzie returned to become an elected
member of the Legislature in 1851. His
grandson was William Lyon Mackenzie King.

The location of the Battle of the Windmill
rebel army, was captured and taken to the
Toronto jail until trial. He became very sick in
the damp and cold conditions. He was taken
to a hospital too late and died on January
5, 1838. Egmondville in southwest Ontario is
named after him.
Two rebel leaders, Samuel Lount and Peter
Matthews, were hanged on April 12th, 1838.
in order to set an example. Lount’s last

The Mac-Paps were Canada’s units in the
Spanish Civil war, in honour of Mackenzie and
Papineau. 1,546 Canadians enlisted to fight
in Spain. 721 were killed. The vast majority
of Canadian recruits to the Mac-Paps were
from the working class. A great deal of the
working class had been radicalized during
the depression.
Background:
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Racist Cartoon from 1838: Soldier: “no governors, no prisoners! Harrah for Queen Victoria.” Native: “Give me plenty rum, governor
head, I’ll catch you more scalps.” Black man: “??? Me burn all de furniture utensil.” Loyalists were critical of the Family Compact for
recruiting blacks people and First Nations people to fight off the rebels. However, these forces were likely what defeated the rebellion.
A number of the black people who fought in the “coloured militia” did so because it got them out of prison for helping Moseby escape.
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Unemployed Workers

The Great Depression in the 1930s meant
that many people were living in extreme
poverty. The government set up relief camps
which were essentially slave labour camps
in northern Ontario and other parts of the
country.

national level. Strikes of relief workers. Mass
picketing of homes and offices of officials to
demand improvement of conditions of the
unemployed. Surrounding and occupations
of homes of workers to prevent evictions or
seizing furniture. Circulating petitions for unemployment insurance and other
demands. Supporting strikes
of employed workers. Organizing protests and demonstrations
against layoffs. Holding public
hearings to expose and reveal
conditions of the unemployed.
Public trials of grafting officials.
These tactics were largely
forbidden by police and officials,
however. Frequently, when
unemployed men would try to
have a rally they would be violently
thrown out of whatever public park
or square they were in.
Toronto Police Chief Draper headed up Toronto’s notorious and
brutal ‘Red Squads’ that targeted
any form of progressive political
action, including poor people’s organizing.

On a weekly basis, public
meetings were held at Queen’s
Park and dispersed by Draper’s
goon squads. The horses that
were used to attack protestors
and meeting participants were
1930s cartoonnicknamed “Drapers Dragoons.”
In Toronto, shelters forced men to break
stone in order to have a place to sleep and On August 15th, 1933 the Central
get soup or bread.
Unemployed Council had planned to have
a public meeting in Allan Gardens. Police
Geatan Heroux, who has researched the tried to stop people from gathering in the
movement extensively says that organizers park. When they were unable to do so, they
used “Mass meetings. Mass demonstrations tried to choke the 2,000 strong crowd out by
and parades in public meeting squares. Hun- surrounding the crowd and pointing all of
ger marches both at the local, provincial and their motorbikes inward. The Star compared
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Hard labour at the House of Industry
Unemployed protest, 1930s
it to a gas attack, like in World War I.

spond to a bloody street brawl at the park.

The crowd fought police for several hours.
Many of the protestors were war veterans
and were able to hold police at bay for quite
some time.

The police’s priorities and tactics became
much more transparent to the public after
that point.

After the Allan Gardens fight, Draper was
ordered not to break up public meetings unless a law had
been broken.
Draper
took
major criticism
after the Christie Pits Riot
broke out the
next day. Draper was able
to have police
at the ready
when any public meeting was
going to happen but it took
6 hours to re-
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Yonge St. Mission Soup Line, 1930s

Christie Pits
Background:
In Toronto there had been a recent increase
of overt anti-Semitism, largely because
of Hitler’s influence. The Swastika Club,
claiming not to be Nazis, had tried to clear
the beaches of Jews several times in
August, 1933.

What happened:
When the Pit Gang (led by disgruntled
Swastika Club members) displayed a
swastika banner, a fight broke out. Both
sides had come prepared for this possibility
and had bats and pipes with them.
Hundreds were ready for the fight.

On August 14th, Nazi sympathizers
displayed a Swastika at a softball game
where a largely Jewish team was playing.
Late that night, “Heil Hitler” was painted on
the roof of the park clubhouse.

Nearby residents spilled into the park and
streets, armed with sticks, brooms, etc.
as well. Most, but not all, of these people
were white Protestant spectators.

Police were warned that there may be
an incident at the next game which was
scheduled for the 16th.

Initially, the Spadina Avenue Gang (called
the Jewish Boys in the press but also
included Italians) chased the Pit Gang out
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Toronto Star August 17, 1933

of the park and onto Bloor Street. There,
the Pit Gang turned and held its ground
and the clash began.

Both sides quickly sent people to get
reinforcements who joined in the fighting
as soon as they arrived. At that time,
Kensington Market was largely Jewish and
many people grabbed whatever makeshift
weapons they could and went north to
fight.

Small incidents continued until 2:30am.
Aftermath:
There was widespread criticism of police for
allowing riot to continue for hours. Only 6
cops were at the game, even though there
were strong indications that things could
explode at the park. It took over an hour to
get reinforcements there. There were calls
for the police Chief’s resignation, who had
dismissed the riot, saying “Hebrew people
arrived and caused trouble.” particularly
because when unemployed men protested,
there were many police on hand to stop
people from criticizing the government.
Five arrests were made but only one stuck.
The person was sentenced $50 or 2
months jail for having a lead pipe.
A plaque was erected in the park for the
75th anniversary of the riot.
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Anti-War Riots, 1970

Background:
On May 4, 1070 a group of protestors rallied
against the American invasion of Cambodia
at Kent State University in Kent, Ohio.
The Ohio National Guard opened fire on
them, shooting protestors and passersby.
Four people were killed and 9 others were
injured.
What Happened:
Five days after the the shootings, massive
protests were held against the Vietnam
War and the opening of fire against student
protestors.
100,000
people marched on
Washington D.C.

Kent State, May 4, 1970

U.S. consulate. The media said that “Black
flags of anarchy were also well in evidence,”
at what was reported to be a demonstration
made up entirely of young people.
The protest involved a number of groups, including the May Fourth Movement (the day
of the Kent State Massacre), which formed
on May 5th.
About 25 members of the Edmund Burke
Society (EBS) showed up with signs. The
group was, according Jeff Goodall, the
spokesperson at the time, “a ‘small-c’ limited

In Toronto, protesters
began at the “City is for
People Day” at Toronto’s
City Hall Square, with
500 people marching
to the U.S. Consulate.
Over the next little while,
the crowd grew to 5,000
people outside of the
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government anti-communist organization
that was willing to get into street-fights
with pro-communist demonstrators, such
as those of the pro-Viet Cong ‘Canadian
National Liberation Front.’ They tried to trip
people, and they ripped up protestors signs.
At one point, one of the EBS members was
hit with a club.
At the same time, a kid, who looked to be
about 12 years old, threw a bottle full of red
paint at the consulate. The police moved into
arrest him. That is when the fighting began.
Alternatively, as reported in the Globe, the
decision to move in on protestors was made
when people started calling the cops “pigs”
and “Fascists.”
Police beat people, including at least 2
reporters trying to photograph the brutality,
arresting one.
The cops also removed their badge numbers
so they could not be identified. One police
spokesperson claimed they were lost in the
fighting while another claimed they were
implementing a new badge system so
some didn’t have
numbers.

at the Eaton’s Centre and other areas. One
police officer said “if the police hadn’t been
there, I don’t think there would be much of
a consulate left.” Another called it the most
violent demonstration in 35 years.
The Chief of Police and a city Alderman
blamed the melee on “professional agitators
from the U.S.” Hugh Crothers, the a
businessman and the first head of the Toronto
Zoo was quoted extensively in the Star for
some reason. He called it a “communist plot.”
He went on to say “we have our resident FBI
agent in the City who could help map out this
thing clearly and cooly.”
91 people were arrested, including 11
members of the EBS. 77 of those people
were from Toronto. The Toronto Star
published each person’s name and address
in the paper.
The United States pulled out of Vietnam 3
years later.

People defended
themselves against
the police.
Ball
bearings
were
thrown on the
road so the horses
would refuse to
rush the crowd.
One spokesperson
for the protest said
that they police
“freaked out and
overreacted.”
Windows
were
broken at the
consulate as well as
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Kingston Prison Riots

500 prisoners began rioting April 14, 1971 in
the 150 year old prison. They took 6 guards
prisoner.
The prisoners sought to bring light to human

going to get killed.”
When all was said and done, 2 prisoners
were dead and hundreds of thousands of
damage had
been done.

Aftermath:
Millhaven was
opened early
and
many
people were
shipped there.
Kingston Penitentiary, Globe and Mail, April 16, 1971 This was the
beginning of a
rights abuses in the prison. They also decade of prison organizing and unrest. Uldemanded that Millhaven Supermax not timately, fundamental changes were made
open and prisoners not be shipped there.
to the prison system. Whippings were
abolished, prisoners were able to use their
The Subcommittee of the Commons Justice names rather than numbers and people
Committee outlined what some of the were able to write as many letters as they
conditions in the prison were like at the time: wanted.
“it’s early history was marked by the use of
clubs, shackles, tear gas and dogs, often There are still many changes that are
in combination. Dogs were let loose on needed to the prison system, if not total
prisoners in the yard and in their cells. Gas abolition. However, the actions that these
was used to punish prisoners frequently in and other brave prisoners took did lead to
March 1973, as often as three or four times important changes that have dramatically
a week. Prisoners who were first shackled, improved people’s wellbeing inside.
sometimes hands and feet together, were
then beaten with clubs, made to crawl on
the floor, and finally gas.”
The riot lasted 4 days. A citizens group
negotiated with the prisoners, it was
made up of lawyers and a newspaper
columnist.
On April 16th, 150 riot trained soldiers
surrounded the area. Oone guard
was released as show of good-faith.
One prisoner said “Every time there is
a shot, you’ve got panic. Somebody’s
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Negotiation Team

Anicinabe Park

Ojibway warriors society with members of the
American Indian Movement (AIM) occupied
the park in Kenora in July of 1974. They
chose this park because they said that the
federal government had earmarked it for
Indian use in 1929. However, it sold the land
to the town of Kenora in 1959 to be made
into a park.

The Warriors Society told people
that the park was
theirs and if the
police tried to
move in on them
they would go
into the town
to have the
battle there.
They said
that the hy-

dro dam
and pulp
mill would
be bombed
or lit on
fire if their
people were
attacked. The
mayor of kenora said to “let
Indians have the park” and that “after a week
or so they will drift away and there will be no
problem”.
The occupation lasted a lot longer than a
week. The Anishnabe people who took back
their land stockpiled bombs and arms and
fired at air planes that flew overhead.
At some point quakers and other religious

people set up a peace camp between the
police and the protestors. Their intention was
to stop the First Nations people from being
attacked by the police. It is unclear what the
First Nations people thought about this.
Thier demands included the removal of
a judge from the Kenora bench (he was
transferred out), health care, dental care,
housing and an end to police harassment.
Louis Cameron (one of the leaders of the
resistance): “for the first time since maybe a
hundred years back [we] had taken up armed
struggle to liberate themselves and direct
confrontation to solve their problems and to
meet the situation head-on. I think this was
the absolute and this has to be understood
and slowly, throughout the occupation, we
met various Indian people, for example, who
saved the Town of Kenora from burning.
Native people talked to each other and
solved the situation for the town and the
terms of the agreement that were indicated
in the negotiations for us to leave the park
was only... to put down our guns... So that is
all we did. We gave them some broken-down
guns and some toys and they were satisfied.
And they agreed to a lot of programs which
they would implement. The park -- Anicinabe
Park -- would be going to court for settlement.
The charges, various charges that were
consequential to the occupation were
dropped. There was a promise of lots of new
housing and different things like that for the
area but I think the reason the people left the
park wasn’t because of the agreement we
signed with the government... I think the native
people themselves had formed an agreement
and they left and I think it was totally irrelevant
what the agreement was between the native
people and the government because we can
sign that agreement -- renew it -- tomorrow,
you know... the way we planned it while
we were in Anicinabe Park was to have a

-19-

demonstration on Parliament Hill to illustrate
the oppression and dictatorship against native
people to the rest of the world; what Canada
was doing to native people; what Canada
was doing to the native communities. I think
our objective was to illustrate the serious
contradictions in the democratic system of
Canada, to show that, in reality, it commits
death on the native people. This was our
purpose: to show it to other people, to show
it to the United Nations and the rest of North
America. So what we wanted to do was have
a large number of people on Parliament Hill
at the opening of the House of Commons,
the opening of parliament, to demonstrate
the oppression. So we tried to figure out a
way to bring the people to Ottawa September
30th and we organized the Native People’s
Caravan.”

September 30, 1974, 900 First Nations people arrived on Parliament Hill in Ottawa at the
end of the Native People’s Caravan which
had begun in Vancouver on September 14.
The Caravan marched on Parliament and
the protestors were met by RCMP and the
national guard with bayonets on the end of
their rifles.

Louis Cameron: “I was at the front at that time
and we started breaking down a barricade.
We started driving two lines of police back
-- about 250 police there started going back.
We were trying to get to that open area where
we could relax a little bit more but the police
kept trying to stop us... So we pushed a little
farther and started beating the police back.
We didn’t have no clubs or anything, just
fists, hands, and pushed them just a little, not
necessarily trying to hit them but just trying
to make our way through the place. And,
while we were defeating two lines of those
RCMP, the national guard with their bayonets
started coming forward. There was about fifty
or seventy-five of them... They lowered their
guns with the bayonets pointing towards us
and started marching towards us. That was

at the same time that the riot police advanced
from the right of the demonstration and started
hitting people with the clubs and their guns.
They had tear-gas guns and they were hitting
the people with that.”
People retreated to the old Carbide Mill on
Victoria Island, which they named the “Native
People’s Embassy.” 350 people moved into
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the Embassy. They were told by the National
Capital Commission that they could stay in the
building.

day comes, we will turn the flag of your nation
right side up, as it should be when people are
free.”

John Grahm, a spokesperson for the caravan
read this statement to the media on November
28, 1974:

After enduring a winter and not giving up,
however, they cut the power and water to
the building in February of 1975 and then the
RCMP forcibly pushed people out. The RCMP
considered First Nations “violent” action to be
the greatest threat to national security.

“We, in the spirit of Louis Riel, whose statue
was unveiled by your Prime Minister on Oct.2,
1968, hold onto this embassy as a symbol of
resistance for the social justice Mr. Trudeau
spoke of so easily… The Native People here
on Victoria Island in Ottawa, as in Cornwall,
Alcatraz, James Bay, Cold Lake, Wounded
Knee, Kenora, Cache Creek, and Parliament
Hill, ask all of you to help us win the battle for
our culture and our independence. We ask
this because we believe in the right of selfdetermination of all people.”

The Embassy was reclaimed during the “Oka
Crisis” in 1990 and held symbolically in support
of the Mohawks of Kanesatake.
The site became the AFN’s primary protest
spot in Ottawa during the Aboriginal National
Day of Action n 2007. Stefane Dion, Liberal
leader, and Jakc Layton, NDP leader, both
attended.

“Stand with us Canadians and maybe one day
we can stand together in peace! When that

The Carbide Mill
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The Bathouse Raids

The Raids:
On February 5th, 1981, Police arrested
everyone in each of 4 bathhouses: Club
Baths, Romans II Health and Recreation
Spa, Richmond Street Health Emporium
(which remained permanently closed) and
the Barracks. Many of the men were taken
into the street and arrested in towels. Police
called them “faggots” and made Vaseline
jokes. The owners were charged with charged
with “keeping a common bawdy-house.”
It was the largest mass arrest in Canada
since 1970. About 300 men were arrested
in the highly coordinated raids. Cops used
crow bars to break into private rooms that
men had rented. Plain clothed and some
uniformed cops wore red dots on their shirts,
saying it was so they could distinguish who
the straits were. In the shower room, one
cop was quoted as saying “it’s too bad we
can’t hook this up to the gas.” Many people
feared losing their jobs and families because
of the arrests.
The Riots:
The night after the raids, what was called
a “rampage” and a “riot” occurred. A 3,000
strong angry mob of mostly gay men rallied
at Church and Wellsley. It then marched
through the streets to 52 Division and then
Queen’s Park. Police had to move their
cars into garages to keep them from being

destroyed. Some protesters tried to light
cars on fire. At Queen’s Park, police beat
protesters back off of the steps.

February 6, 1981

People protested again on February 20.
4,000 people marched on 52 division in
protest of raids. This was a more organized
demonstration and members of other communities who were targeted by police supported and spoke at it. A fight broke out between protesters and police
and at least one person was
tackled to the ground.
A “Gay Freedom Rally’’ was
held on March 6th, which
many consider to be the first
Toronto Pride.
On June 20, 1981,1,000
people gathered in the
Gaybourhood (Church and
Wellsley area) to march on
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police Headquarters. They carried
effigies of the Attorney General and
the police chief which were burned
at police Headquarters just before
midnight. At different points they sat in
the street to block traffic. Police kept
anti-homo jeerers away from rally until
it began to leave the Headquarters.
As the crowd moved away, the homophobes
began running through allys to find gay
protesters. Homophones, armed with
broken pieces of wooden fence, hit some
of the gay protesters. A few people were
knocked to the ground and the queers
started fighting back. Police separated the
groups briefly, then they arrested 2 gays.
Police began fighting with the protesters.
Organizers warned similar protests would
take place if more bathhouses were raided.

sameness rather than our diversity.
During World Pride in 2014 police cracked
down on the Downtown East neighbourhood,
harassing poor people (including queers) in
order to clear the streets for the gaygeoisie.

Today:
Some queers believe that Pride™ shouldn’t
be political. Pride has always been political.
But, now the politics Pride wants to support
are mainstream politics that celebrate our
co-optation rather than our resistance, our
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Left: Police brutally push a gay person
to the ground during one of Toronto’s
first Prides, June 20, 1981.
Top Right: Police car all decked out in
rainbow Canadian flag, Pride, 2009.
Bottom Right: Dyke cops happily
march at Pride, 2009.

Yonge Street Riot
The shooting death of
Raymond
Lawrence
at
Bloor
and Lansd o w n e
on
May
2,
1992
enraged
many in the
Black community.
There had
been a number of shootings and beatings
of Black men in Toronto by police. Eight
Black men had been shot in the past four
years. Further, people were already upset
with police for racist violence on the eve of
L.A.’s Rodney King verdicts April 29th.

planned by the Black Action Defence
Committee (BADC). 1,000 people attended
the demonstration, which was the largest
anti-racist demo in a decade. Protestors
marched through the streets, at some point
they began rioting.

Rage boiled over on May 4th when people
rallied outside of the US Consulate to
protest the King verdicts at a demonstration

According to CTV news: “every other
window on Yonge Street was smashed” by
the end of the night.
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Toronto Star

One group of about 30 people entered and
ransacked the Old City Hall courthouse.

- Employment equity data be collected for
analysis.

One Black woman said “They’ve been shaking
the Coke bottle for too long, sooner or later,
the bottle had to explode all over the police.”

- An African Canadian Legal Clinic be
created.

Premiere Bob Rae told people that the
best way to end racial strife would be to
put people back to work, as Ontario was in
a recession.
30 people were arrested that night. Riots
continued May 5th. 17 people were arrested.
BADC had planned on having another
protest on May 7th. After the riot, City
Council, voting 30-1, asked BADC to
postpone the protest. ABADC spokesperson
said “The committee decision was based
on its responsibility to the citizens of the
community and particularly to the youth,
black and white and youth of all ethnic
backgrounds.”
The May 7th rally was a protest of the
acquittal of two Mississauga police in the
death of Wade Lawson, a 17 year old black
teenager who was killed in 1988. About
1,000 attend the protest at Queens Park.
The protest was relatively uneventful;
but, after about 20 youth headed towards
Yonge Street, 300 police surrounded them
and arrested them.
Aftermath:
A report was released about race relations
and how to avoid future riots. The
report was clearly out of touch with the
realities of racism, particluarly systemic
racism and police brutality. Some of its
recommendations were:
- Statistics Canada put in place a
mechanism that will monitor the cost of
racism in the Canadian economy.

- More money for cultural programs.
- Allocate the last FM signal in Toronto to
a mainstream station which reflects the
diversity within the black and other ethnic
minority communities of Toronto.
- Parks and Recreation recruit African
Canadians at both the entry and
managerial levels.
- Each government name a building,
street or school after a prominent Black
Canadian.
- Create a federal Canadian Race
Relations Foundation.
- More Black youth should play hockey
and tennis.
Toronto cops continue to kill unarmed men
of colour, largely with impunity.
The Black Action Defence Committee continues to organize
in Toronto.
Specifically, against
police
violence,
gangs
and other
issues
that impact the
Black
community.

-25- Dudley Laws in 2006. He passed in 2011.

Heritage Front/ARA Riots
Background:
In the late 1980s and early 1990s, the NeoNazi movement in Southern Ontario was
on the rise. The Heritage Front (HF)was a
neo-Nazi organization that was founded in
the late 1980s. Wolfgang Droege started the
group after he came to Canada when he was
released from an American prison for drug
trafficking and illegal weapon possession.
In an attempt to counter the Neo-Nazi and
white supremacist movements, Anti-Racist
Action was founded in the early 1990s. ARA
confronted racists publicly.
The Heritage Front set up a phone hotline in
1991 which provided racist, anti-Semitic and
homophobic messages.
People launched a human rights complaint
against the Heritage Hotline. After the
complaint, one of the messages on the hotline
said “Bobby we are looking at the hate laws
as they may be applied to you. Anyone can
get scalped so get ready.” Bobby Bobiwash
was one of the complaintants.

demonstrators required brief hospitalization.
“During the media circus which followed,
both Police Chief William McCormack
told the press that the reason the Nazis
were not taken in through one of the four
alternative entrances was because Wolfgang
Droege demanded to be taken in the main
doors (which raises the question of who is
actually giving the order for police to attack
anti- racists?). Inside the courtroom itself,
police continued their attacks by assaulting
members of the American Indian Movement
who were acting as security for Native
Centre representative, Rodney Bobiwash.
AIM members were thrown to the floor by
police and handcuffed after they intervened
to protect Bobiwash from an assault by
Heritage Front supporters.”
The two groups clashed a number of times
n different cities in Ontario. HF members
also continued attacks, including a near-fatal
beating of a Tamil refugee.
On May 29th, 1993, there was a massive

What Happened:
At a court date on January 25, 1993,
regarding the human rights litigation,
a group of protestors rallied outside
the courthouse. The police chose not
to have the small number of Nazis
enter through any of the unblocked
entrances.
From Arm The Spirit – 1993: “Mounted
police rode into the front line of the
demonstration, trampling people and
whacking them with riding crops, while
officers on foot rushed into one side, kicking
and punching anti-racists as they did so. The
“reason” for the attack was to move the ARA
demonstration to allow the Nazis to walk past
and into the front doors of the court. Several

street brawl in Ottawa. About 500 anti-racists
and 60 HF members fought after a RaHoWa
concert.
On June 11, 1993, ARA went to the home of
Gary Schipper, the ‘voice’ of the hotline. They
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trashed the home, including throwing white
paint in it and smashing windows.
That evening, 30-40 skinheads sought out
anti-racist organizers for revenge. A number
of them were injured and/or arrested.
A number of events like this continued over
the next several years.
Aftermath:
Toronto Police invited ARA protesters to a
public meeting to discuss how the violence
broke out. Several ARA members attended
and discovered that they would not be
allowed to discuss what happened on the
day because they could still lay complaints
against the police.
In 1994, it was made public that Droege’s
‘lieutenant’, Grant Bristow, was actually
a CSIS agent. One HF member said,
describing his involvement: “Grant brings the
wood, he brings the kindling, he brings the
match and says, ‘Light it.’” Bristow collected
intelligence for the Heritage Front about antiracist organizing and provided technical skills
to the group.
He also started the ‘It’ campaign against
anti-racist activists, with the support of his

CSIS handler. He would harass and activist
relentlessly until that person gave the home
phone number of another activist. Then, that
person was ‘it’.
CSIS’s Security Intelligence Review
Committee conducted a review of Bristow’s
actions after the story made national news.
It found:
“The Source was involved in a campaign
which tested the limits of what we believe
Canadian society considers to be acceptable
and appropriate behaviour from someone
acting on behalf of the government. We
concluded, for example, that the aroundthe-clock harassment of individuals, at least
one of them a woman, tested the bounds of
appropriate behaviour. We similarly believe
that calling an employer to discredit an
employee, the alleged stalking of targets,
and the other examples that we describe in
chapter V required a higher level of decision
making from CSIS than was evident in this
situation. Though CSIS management should
have taken the initiative on this issue, it
would have been useful if a fuller account
of the complexity of the situation had been
forwarded to Ottawa from the Toronto
Region.”
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Queen’s Park Riot

“In the months leading up to the ‘riot,’
OCAP called for a renewed sense of
struggle, a new fire in the blood of those
under attack and those in a position to
do something about it... At Allan Gardens, before the march left for Queen’s
Park, OCAP organizer Gaetan Heroux
listed the names of every person he
knew who died on the streets in recent
years, and then said, ‘In 1996 three
men froze to death in this city, and since
then we’ve had the inquest, and then
the Anne Golden report, and then we’ve
had Bradshaw! And NOTHING HAS

CHANGED! Everyday, people are turned
away from the hostels, and we need to
take this anger to Queen’s Park! AND
WHEN WE GET THERE WE SHOULD
NOT BE SHY!’ At Queen’s Park an hour
later, after the police turned the delegation away from the barricades, the crowd
surged forward tearing the barricades
apart and in response police attempted
to clear the grounds.
~ Stefan Pilipa
“Another Look At June 15th”
They Call It Struggle For a Reason
#3, Fall 2000
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WHY WE WENT:
t
Repeal the Tenan
Protection Act:

Landlord drive-thru
justice

Repeal The Safe
Streets Act:

Criminalization of the
poor.

right,’ then what
exactly is? Apparently, in Ontario’s
class war, we only
have the ‘right’ to
be peaceful. It is
at least arguable
that had previous
struggles against
Harris been less
peaceful, the abolition of rent control,
or the passing of
further anti-union
legislation would
have been a more
difficult task.

Build affordable housing

Restore the 21.6% that
was cut from welfare.

Demonstrators and police battled for more
than an hour. 42 police officers claimed to
be injured, 9 police horses were reported
‘stabbed and bruised,’ 3 dozen demonstrators
suffered moderate injuries, almost $100,000
damage was done to Provincial property
(as well as to police cars and uniforms), 40+
arrests of activists were made as of the time
of this writing, and there has been a large
amount of media reporting on the action and
the issues surrounding it...
Mayor Mel Lastman’s statement on June
15th, ‘Peaceful protest is a democratic right;
a riot is not’ speaks volumes on this issue
[regarding violence]. If things like the basic necessities of life are not a ‘democratic

The Call
June 15th was a
call to this Province,
and an example to
those beyond, that
there still remains
the possibility of
challenging this
government, and
governments
like it elsewhere.
Implicit in an aim to
victory is a set of important responsibilities:
the responsibility of creating people’s
organizations capable of accomplishing the
tasks required of them, the responsibility
of creating new and stronger cultures of
militancy and dignity amongst those we seek
to organize, and perhaps most importantly,
the responsibility to look after our people.
“The Call” is not just the how or the why, it is
that spark of resistance and intolerance for
greed that can move people to action. It is
the imagined possibilities that lie before us,
for so long the goal of many hard struggles.
~ Stefan Pilipa
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“What I witnessed and suffered on June
15th, was the police not only ready for a
confrontation but actually eager to engage
in one. I have never seen the police deploy
their forces in a manner that injured so many
people and put hundreds at risk. The police
surrounded people with their horses, pushed
them and went over them. I think the
pictures you’ve seen speak for themselves.
Curiously, they began to arrest people long
before there
was a confrontation.
And hours
lager, they
savagely
beat Sandra
Smith who
was not
even at
the demo.
And they
arrested
people like
me.”
~Magaly
San Martin
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“What I did on June 15th, 2000 was defend
the peoples’ rights against the state’s organized force of violence.”
~ Shayesteh Mohammadian

that as the state intensifies its attack, we
hold our ground. With each new round of
arrests, there is another group of people
that steps up and takes on whatever is
needed While there is no doubt that
repression has increased exponentially
since June 15th, OCAP has met it with
ingenuity, creativity and resilience. We will
fight to win until the injustices in our society
are eliminated. I stand behind our goals on
June 15th, as well as the other defendants.
We will continue to support them as we
work to build stronger resistance.”
~ A.J. Withers

“We went to Queen’s Park to fight back.
Our demands were just and reasonable,
yet we were met with brutal force. The
government uses the police on the front
lines to suppress protest and dissent. The
next stage is the court system where they
attempt to further repress political struggle
with threats of jail and more brutality. One
of the greatest things about OCAP is

“Following June 15th there was a bit of
controversy in some areas around the
issue of ‘violent’ defence. I wasn’t at these
debriefings where I would have impatiently
take offence at those debates. I was up on
tip toes trying to glimpse the news through
bars and over cellmates heads, all of who
were verbally applauding the demonstration
and pretty much just freaking out. In that
arena it is nota complex topic. Obviously
because a lot of the women in the Metro
West Detention Centre that day understood
what was really necessary
to have the rights of the poor
protected and heard, they felt
empowered, not threatened by
that display of determination.”
~ Shannon Muegge

then I am proud to be this
criminal.”
~ Omid Zareian
All of these quotes are
from June 13 1/2, the
book produced by the
defendants.
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Police beat the crowds with clubs to
make space for the horses.
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to keep them from charging and
beading the crowd.
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The June 15th Defence
Committee was formed
by the defendants
to provide legal and
political support for the
45 people who were
arrested. Three people
were charged with
more serious charges
than the others as
the “leaders” of the
organization: Stefan
Pilipa, John Clarke and
Gaetan Heroux.

“In a political witch-hunt reminiscent of an
earlier time in Canada’s history.
Those in power are making the
same mistake they have always
made. They think that by silencing
those they deem to be ‘leaders’
of a movement they can stifle
it. The charges we face are
serious and we will fight them in
the courtroom and out on the
streets.
~John Clarke.

In the end, the state got
convictions on about a
quarter of all the charges
that were laid. The three
people who had a jury
trial ultimately all had their
charges dropped, this,
however, was after a 4
month jury trial.

OCAP continues to
organize.

Visit www.ocap.ca for more info.
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Aboriginal National Day of Action - 2007
Background:
Canada is a colonial state and the wealth
and resources we have here are a result of
the theft and plunder of First Nations land.
Canada created a land claims system in
1991 but this process is expensive, has
bankrupted communities, takes years,
requires documentation that has often been
destroyed or falsified by Canadian officials,
and takes years, among other problems.
In the meantime, many First Nations have
undrinkable water (75% have “at risk water”)
record high suicide rates and inadequate
housing. 1 in 3 First Nations people lives
in poverty whereas 1 in 8 non-First Nations
people does. There are over 500 murdered
or missing First Nations women, 27,000
First Nations kids are in state care and over
9,000 First Nations
people in prison.
Legal routs have
not failed First
Nations, they were
never intended to
offer any kind of
benefit to these
people; rather, the
law continues to
function effectively
to maintain colonial
control over First
Nations
people,
their land and
resources.
The
National
Aboriginal Day of
Action was a day
of protest called
by the Assembly of
First Nations, which
is funded in part
by the Canadian
government. While
the original call,
from Chief Terrance

Nelson, was to stop rail lines, the tactics
were watered down later for the AFN call.
The day before the day of action, a rare joint
statement was issued by all of the premiers
and territorial leaders in Canada calling for
peaceful protests.
First Nations groups across Canada
responded to the call. While the day as a
whole garnered widespread media attention,
by far the most reported on protest was
the one in Tyendinaga Mohawk Territory,
between Kingston and Belleville.
There, the community announced well in advance that they would be shutting down the
busiest transportation corridor in the country: Highway
401 and the
rail lines between Montreal and Toronto.
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At 9 p.m.,
T h u r s d a y,
June 28th,
about 40 Mohawks shutdown Highway 2 with
an old school
bus.
This
highway was
closed so vehicles on the
401 could
not simply
be rerouted
around the
closure.
That same
evening, just
before mid-

night. Via Rail announced all trains running
between Toronto and Ottawa or Montreal
would be cancelled the next day.

Toronto to cottage country, is barricaded by
the Anishinabe community that morning as
well.

Shortly after that, Ontario Provincial Police
close Highway 401. They said it was for the
safety of the protesters.

OPP Chief, Fantino called Shawn Brant
and told him he was “public enemy number
one” and he was going to “ruin” him (these
statements were recorded on a wiretap that
was put in place by the OPP).

At exactly midnight, the Mohawks set up a
blockade on Highway 401. Roads were also
blocked leading to the Alderville reserve
(between Toronto and Kingston).
Early in the morning, the OPP issued an
arrest warrant for mischief for Shawn Brant,
one of the spokespeople for the action.
That morning, the Mohawks shut down
the CN Rail main line in Tyendinaga. After
triggering the crossing barriers, they drove
a school bus across the tracks.
County Road 38 near Bala, which connects

The OPP had the riot squad, snipers, the
tactical rescue unit, the swat team, the
emergency response team, a helicopter,
and an airplane at the ready.
Fantino wanted the police to move in.
Incident Commander Pardy’s notes say
“Commissioner could not, would not
tolerate 401 being closed all day. He wants
contingency ready on his go ahead. The
mission... to start the morning with the 401
open.” Pardy said he was “not about to put
people at risk for a piece of pavement.”
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After a great deal of negotiation between the
police and the Mohawks, the 401 reopened
at 11 a.m., but Highway 2 and the CN Rail
lines remained blockaded until that evening.
Brant is quoted in the media as saying the
action was a “good test run.”
The Trans Canada Highway was blocked
for several hours beginning at noon as well.

The blockade was put up near Espanola by
First Nations people from Manitoulin Island
and the North Shore.
About 200 people rallied on Highway 17
at Serpent River First Nation, completely
stopping eastbound traffic completely for
some time.

Highway 401, June 29th
Additionally, the Huron Central Railway
(a rail line between Sault Ste. Marie and
Sudbury) was blocked with a vehicle.
The Bala area blockade was lifted shortly
before 1 p.m. on June 29th.
This was likely the most effect act of economic
disruption in the history of Canada. CN said
it stopped $100 million in cargo from being
delivered.

Shawn Brant

Charged with mischief and breach of
recognizance, Brant turned himself in
on July 5th and was denied bail. He was
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released August 30th. There had been an
ongoing publication ban on the case but
once it was lifted, information was quickly
made public about Fantino’s threats, the
illegal wiretap of members of the Bay of
Quinte’s phones as well as the tension in
the Command Center that night. The Crown
was originally seeking 12 years in prison for
Brant (with a maximum sentence of over 60
years). But, eager to kill the public scrutiny

Ontario Provincial Police Chief Fantino

over Fantino’s handling of the incident, the
Crown arranged to have Brant convicted
on several minor charges and the other
charges were dropped.
CN sued Shawn Brant, two other named
people and a number of John and Jane Does
for shutting down its rail lines on June 29th
(and for a previous shutdown on April 20th).
The three defendants launched a counter
suit for steeling Mohawk land to run their
rail lines through. This suit was dismissed
because the (colonially implemented) Band
Council was the only body that could sue
regarding a nation`s land theft. The CN suit
is ongoing.
Mohakws in Tyendinaga, like Indigenous
people across the land continue to organize.
Movements like Idle No More and the
campaign against for justice for murdered
and missing Indigenous women have
brought increased attention to Indigenous
struggles.
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Afterword: G20 in Toronto
In 2010, the G20 meetings were held
in Toronto. The leaders of the most
economically powerful 20 states were
greeted with massive protests. Thousands
of people marched against this meeting
which aimed to impose austerity on the poor

issues within the context of and solidarity
with global justice.
On Friday June 25th, a large protest
marched through the streets and culminated
with a tent city in Allan Gardens. The next
day consisted of organized labour protests

and consolidate power in the hands of the
rich.
Protests revolved around Indigenous
justice, migrant justice, gender justice,
queer justice, disability justice and climate
justice. Groups worked to fight for local

which attempted to pacify demonstrators
and militant protest, including black block
protestors.
The Province, using an archaic law, declared
the fence surrounding the G20 meeting
zone a public work which was used to justify

Police kettle protestors at Queen and Spadina during the G20

the carding
and detaining
of
people
close to it.
Police also
employed a
tactic called
ketteling
- which is
often used
in Montreal
but not in
To r o n t o .
People
(including both protestors
and passersby) were surrounded and
detained in the streets. Some protestors
reported that they were told they had to
leave or be arrested but were given no way
out.
In the end, over 1,100 people were
arrested - the largest mass arrest in
Canadian history. Nearly 800 people were
held and released without a criminal charge.
Over 200 charges were dropped. Many
people were beaten by police, including the
now famous case of Adam Nobody whose
beating was largely caught on video.
Arrestees were held in a detention centre
where they were given little food, had little
or no access to washrooms and, in some
instances, were cramped so tight that they
could not lie down.
I worked the legal office during the
peak of the arrests and we got reports
that anyone with a Quebec licence plate
was being stopped and searched and that
people could not get across the city
without being stopped,
harassed, searched
and,
sometimes,
beaten or arrested.
A number of people
were
preemptively
arrested on very
serious
charges
including
conspiracy.
These 17 people were

denied bail or given stringent bail conditions
and, in the end, several spent substantial
time in jail for their role as organizers.
One person was initially denied bail as
she was called “worse than Hitler” for her
commitment to social justice and organizing
of protests. These charges were particularly
concerning because they were designed to
take leadership down before the protests
and were essentially criminalizing thought.
While some police were reprimanded for
their behaviour at the G20 (including 100
for removing their name tags), they largely
acted with impunity.
It is important to center two things when
reflecting on the G20, however. The first
is that while there were terrible injustices
that happened on the streets, we cannot
lose sight of why people protested in the
first place. Those demands continue to be
fought for and it is a daily struggle to win
them - not simply a battle when a bunch of
figureheads are in town. The second, which
is deeply related, is that the outrage that
people feel about the way that protestors
were treated is real and legitimate. But it is
essential to understand that the conditions
that downtown Toronto lived under for a
week or two are the daily realities of people
of colour. Sammy Yatim was recently shot
multiple times and then tasered by police
on a streetcar. He was killed and the officer
that killed him is working a desk job for the
Toronto police.
It is only through collective and united
resistance that we can eliminate police
brutality and build a better and a more just
world.

